THE  BOLSHEVIK  DICTATORS
A few months later the party definitely split into
minimists or mensheviks and maximists or bolsheviks,
with Lenin at their head. He was then just thirty-
three.
The Russo-Japanese war of 1904-1905 was soon to
provide the revolutionaries with an opportunity to make
their power felt.
On the 22nd January, 1905, two hundred thousand
workmen, under the leadership of the monk Gapone,
the bearer of a petition, marched in procession, but
without arms, to the Winter Palace. They were greeted
with a hurricane of lead and some hundreds of them were
shot dead.
That was the "Red Sunday' that kindled the flame of
widespread insurrection. The disasters of Port Arthur,
Mukden and Tsushima, the terrible death roll at the
front, the food shortage at home, made the government
unpopular even with the middle classes, who had been
possessed by a spirit of defeatism from the very commence-
ment of the war. The people rose as one man in the four
corners of the Empire. The long sequence of red out-
rages still went on. The Grand-Duke Serge, the Tsar's
uncle, was murdered. At Moscow there were simul-
taneous strikes involving some millions of workers,
street fighting went on in the various industrial centres,
incendiarism and looting were rife throughout the
country. 1905 for the Empire was a year of downright
civil war. In Poland and Armenia, the disturbances
took the form of national separatist movements. There
was a naval mutiny at Sebastopol and Gronstadt.
In October, Lenin secretly recrossed the frontier.
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